
 
 FLINT HILLS VOLUNTEER CENTER 

2601 Anderson Avenue Ste 200 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

Phone: 785-776-7787 

Fax: 785-776-8653 

Please help us raise $30,000 to support over 600 volunteers. Your support is appreciated!  

  **Gift in Honor/Memory of a loved-one (to support on-going projects) 

  General contribution (recruiting/placing individuals in positions that impact the community) 

  Schools of Hope (recruiting/placing volunteer tutors) 

  Youth Volunteer Corps (recruiting youth 11-18 years old) 

My gift to the Flint Hills Volunteer Center is enclosed: 

___$50      ___$100     ___$200     ___$500     Other amount $___________ 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, & Zip _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________ Email (if applicable) ______________________________________________ 

**In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Flint Hills Volunteer Center and return to: 

2601 Anderson Avenue Suite 200. Manhattan, KS 66502 

 

 

 

Corporation for National and Community Service, Kansas Volunteer Commission, YES! Fund  

Riley County Council on Aging, Greater Manhattan Community Foundation, Konza United Way,  Kansas State Pi Beta Phi 

 

Farewell from Vol-

unteer Coordinator  
9/11 Freedom Rally 

The Flint Hills Volunteer Center  will be hosting a 9/11 Freedom Rally in Manhattan. 

The goal of this event is to “honor and respect those who serve and protect.” With 

this, we will be acknowledging those that lost their lives on 9/11/01 while honoring 

those that continue to put their lives on the line every day. All first responders within 

the surrounding communities are invited to attend in uniform for additional acknowl-

edgment. We will have musical performances by local musicians, including the Flint 

Hills Children’s Choir and Betty O. Adding to the schedule for the evening will be a Dep-

uty Commanding Officer from Fort Riley, Attorney General Derek Schmidt, Lt. Governor 

Kelly, and representatives from the Kansas Adjutant General’s office, Riley County Police 

Department, Manhattan Fire Department, Riley County Fire, Riley County EMS, KSU Police, 

Junction City Fire, and Junction City Sheriff’s Office. At the end of the event, we will have 

a candlelight vigil in recognition of those lives lost. Special appearances will be made 

by the Fort Riley Mounted Color Guard and American Legion Post 172 honoring us 

with the presentation and retirement of the colors and a 21 gun salute. Please join us!  

INSPIRING VOLUNTEERS AND EFFECTIVELY CONNECTING THEM WITH THE NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITY 

VOLUNTEER BULLETIN 

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018 

September 11, 2018 @ 7 p.m. 

Bishop Stadium 



Greetings Volunteers, 

We’ve had a pretty busy three 

months and the next three months 

look just as busy! I’m so excited to 

have full-time staff and two awe-

some K-State interns who have re-

ally pitched in and, together, we’ve 

accomplished a lot of great things! 

Every year, I look forward to the 

annual RSVP Volunteer Recogni-

tion Brunch. We were happy to 

have our Program Officer, Sted-

mond Ware, join us from our Kan-

sas/Missouri state office. I know 

he was happy to visit with many of 

you. I don’t get to see you all as 

much as I’d like so bringing every-

one together in one place makes 

me so happy! Our RSVP program 

began in 1974 and next year we 

will be celebrating 45 years in the 

Flint Hills area. This will be one 

party you won’t want to miss! 

We are so excited to host the 

1st Annual 9/11 Freedom Rally 

on September 11th. We hope 

you will join us at Bishop Stadi-

um at 7:00 pm as we honor 

those who protect us daily. We 

are delighted to have many 

special guests joining us, as 

well as area police, fire, EMS, 

and Fort Riley. Amanda will be 

reaching out to you as we will 

need lots of volunteers! 

 It’s back to school and we wel-

come back teachers, students, and 

our K-State University students! 

Orientations have been taking 

place for our Schools of Hope 

mentors. Contact Paula if you 

would like to help read to a child 

this year! 

We have a great committee that is 

planning for our 15th Annual Festi-

val of Trees. Special thanks to Kelli 

Meyers, Jenn Alley, Melissa 

Harstine, Rose Chapman, and Jill 

Sherman. Watch for more infor-

mation coming soon! 

We will be focusing on some new 

initiatives: Suicide Prevention, Opi-

oid Epidemic, and Elder Justice. 

Watch your emails, Facebook 

page, and website, as we share 

more information on how you can 

help in any of these focus areas. 

Thank you, VOLUNTEERS, for all 

you do!  

Lori 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW VOLUNTEERS!  

Alyssa Boatwright, Chansa Chishimba, Linda Cohagan, Kayla Craigmire, Michaela 

Crow, Kelly Easton, Clay Fertig, Jordan Franklin, Joseph Galvan, Carolyn Gettle, Abi-

gail Gilliland-King, Robert Harris, Ellie Hacker, Sarah Hacker, Hillsboro High School 

FFA, Kaye Johnson, Marissa Jones-Flaget, Venus Joseph, Hailey Krell, Miao Li, Seth 

Peery, Damon Summers, Anna Swank 

Lori Bishop  

Executive Director  

CNCS Program Officer Stedmond Ware with Ina Ellis, Myrtle Mars, 

Pat Petty, and Jean Akin at the Senior Corps RSVP Brunch 

NOTES FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

VOLUNTEER BULLETIN SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018  

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY PROUDLY 

SENIOR CORPS RSVP 

VOLUNTEER, DORI 

MILDYKE, DELIVERING A 

MEAL TO A FRIENDSHIP 

MEAL CLIENT 

SENIOR CORPS RSVP 

VOLUNTEERS, DONISE 

PETERSON, CAROL 

HORTING, JOYCE HENRY, 

AND VIRGINIA JOYCE 

SORTING AND BAGGING 

COOKIES FOR THE USO  



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

VOLUNTEER BUL-

Hello Volunteers! I can’t believe summer is over! It’s been crazy around the office as we have a 

few things coming up in the next few weeks! It has been a pleasure to get to meet so many 

wonderful volunteers, new and established, over the past couple months. Please feel free to 

stop by and say “Hi” anytime you’re in the area! 

We’ve been working really hard to put together our first service project for September 11. As a 

member of a family that has had numerous people serving as first responders or in the mili-

tary, I am highly grateful for their dedication to us all. Please join us at our program and be 

sure to invite everyone you know! 

Following our 9/11 Freedom Rally, we’ll be kicking off some new initiatives for volunteers to 

participate in. Some of these include help combatting the opioid crisis and helping with com-

munity wide suicide prevention. Stay tuned for more information!!  

Thank you all for your commitment to service. 

Amanda 

2018 SENIOR CORPS RSVP VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION  

On August 17, 2018, the Senior Corps RSVP volunteers were honored at a 

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch at Pottorf  Hall. Between July 2017 and June 

2018, Senior Corps RSVP volunteers completed 27,595 hours throughout 

our community.  

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO! 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018  

The Service member Agricultural Vocation Education (S.A.V.E.) Farm 

2.3 million veterans and transitioning servicemembers are looking for a meaningful way to live 

life. A high percentage of them indicate an interest in farming. Therefore, a tremendous oppor-

tunity exists. To bridge the gap, a pathway to farming for our veterans and servicemembers is 

needed. Servicemember Agricultural Vocation Education, or S.A.V.E farm, will bridge the 

gap providing a home-like training center where they can learn to farm and heal as they are 

brought into the culture of agriculture. Multiple positions available for AmeriCorps VISTAs. VIS-

TAs are full-time (40 hour/week) positions offered a small living stipend, education, and health 

benefits.  

Fort Riley American Red Cross 

The Fort Riley American Red Cross office provides coordination of the American Red Cross volun-

teer programs on the installation, information and referral services including information about 

the local American Red Cross blood drives, health and safety courses, disaster assistance and 

emergency communication. Volunteers are needed for: 

 Event Support – Facilitate American Red Cross information booths during events for Active Duty 

Service Members, National Guard/Reserves, Veterans, and their families 

 Caseworker follow up – Make follow up phone calls to military families who have received an 

emergency communication message. (No experience or education needed). 

 Reconnection Workshop Facilitator – (Must be licensed mental health professional) Provide 

workshops for military members, veterans, and their families. 

 
SUNFLOWER CASA PROJECT, INC. 

Court-Appointed Special Advocates are volunteers from many different backgrounds who give 

their time to advocate for abused and neglected children in the court system. Our program is 

based on the principle that each child deserves a safe, permanent, nurturing home where they 

can thrive.  Our volunteers are the difference between abuse and hope. To be a CASA volunteer, 

you must: 

• Be at least 21 years old 

• Be able to commit to serving as a CASA for at least a year 

• Complete the required 30 hours of training 

• Successfully pass a criminal history background check 

If you'd like to help with any of these projects, please contact the Volunteer Center for more information.  

9/11 FREEDOM RALLY 

The Volunteer Center is in need of volunteers to help with 

the 9/11 Freedom Rally. We have availability for volun-

teers in the following positions: 

NOTES FROM OUR VOLUNTEER OUTREACH COORDINATOR 

• Traffic control 

• Candle distribution 

• Ushers 

• Bag check 

Contact Amanda @ 776-7787 or info@flinthillsvolunteercenter.com if you’re interested! 



 
NOTES FROM OUR YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAMS 

 

YOUTH VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

YVC had a summer packed with 

39 different projects. That is 

1,211 service hours between all 

the volunteers! In July we added 

a Team Building activity to the 

schedule and participated in the 

Float Your Boat Race at Milford 

Gathering Pond in Junction City. 

The boat could only be made 

from cardboard and duct tape. 

It took the youth one month to 

complete the boat, and despite 

all the doubt everyone had 

about the boat, they took 1st 

place in the Teen Division. 

You should see our trophy! 

Summer ended July 31st with 

a Bowling Party and awards. 

The youth worked hard this 

summer and we are proud of 

all of them. The agencies we 

volunteered at over the sum-

mer are all looking forward 

to us returning next summer. 

School is now back in session 

and so we have already start-

ed on fall projects. We 

helped at the Everybody Counts 

Event and at the Flint Hills Dis-

covery Center with one of their 

events. They are also busy fund-

raising so that they can attend 

Summit this fall in Charleston, 

S.C. Even though summer is 

over and school has started the 

youth will still continue to vol-

unteer throughout the school 

year, that is dedication!   

SORTING DONATED SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 

STUFF THE BUS IN JUNCTION CITY 

WORKING AS A VOLUNTEER TUTOR FOR THE DOUGLASS CENTER’S 

HAND TO HAND PROGRAM 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

Summer went super-fast and we have already started training volunteers for the SOH program. It is exciting to 

hear that we will be volunteering at even more of the elementary schools this year. They are thrilled the volunteers 

are returning!  We are still needing volunteers to help with the program due to more schools participating. Volun-

teers will start going into the schools in September and meeting their students. Looking forward to hearing all the 

great success stories about the volunteer/student achievements. (The purpose of the SOH program is to increase 

literacy achievement where the student no longer needs the program.)  

VOLUNTEER BULLETIN SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018  

 

Many families within the USD 

383 school district have heard 

about or benefitted from the 

FIT Closet & Clothing Ex-

change. This program is a vi-

brant community made up of 

volunteers, donors and cli-

ents. The FIT Closet & Cloth-

ing Exchange exists to provide ne-

cessities to children and families 

in need within the USD 383 school 

district. Tracy Emery is the new 

director for the FIT Closet and 

shared some interesting data with 

us about their program. These 

items include school supplies, 

clothing, coats, shoes, personal 

hygiene products and general 

housecleaning products. Volun-

teers seek to create a joy-filled, 

safe haven where burdens and sto-

ries can be shared. The FIT Closet 

is not open to the public, and in 

order to qualify as a client, the 

family must have a student en-

rolled in the USD 383 school dis-

trict, and that student must qualify 

for the free/reduced lunch pro-

gram. The volunteer team at the 

FIT Closet is 85 strong and grow-

ing. You’ll meet some of the most 

caring, generous, others-minded 

people through it. Current volun-

teers give their time to care for 

others, in what some might view as 

menial tasks - inspecting and sort-

ing clothing donations, making 

sure the donations we are putting 

out on the "sales floor" are of excel-

lent quality and condition. All the 

while, wearing a sincere smile and 

always with a ready hand to help 

those who are shopping. A surpris-

ing fact about the FIT Closet is 

that their “client base” is 2000+ 

students and their families… 

That’s a LOT of people! Foster 

families, migrant students and 

their families, kids with a CASA 

(Court-Appointed Special Advo-

cate), and students at Job Corps 

are all able to access the Closet as 

well. Everything in the FIT Closet 

(including the building we're locat-

ed in, every article of clothing, the 

washer and dryer we use to laun-

der donations that aren't quite up 

to par, every pair of shoes, the Co-

ordinator's hours, every bottle of 

laundry soap, you get the pic-

ture...) has been donated!  Thus, 

everything that goes out the door 

with clients is free! The FIT Closet 

has very high standards for the 

clothing, shoes and coats we 

put out for our clients.  If do-

nations don't meet our stand-

ards, they do not go in the 

trash - clothing can be turned 

into insulation.  Shoes can be 

sold for water well parts in 

overseas countries - so these 

wells can be fixed and put back 

into use.  However, that DOES NOT 

mean they’re asking people to 

start bringing their recycling! 

PLEASE only bring clothing/shoes/

coats that are new or in gently-

used/excellent condition! Without 

volunteers, the FIT Closet would 

absolutely cease to exist! The num-

ber of shoppers each shift has dra-

matically increased over the past 

few months. Previously approxi-

mately 10 families would come in 

per shift. That number has risen to 

20-30 families per shift, which 

translates to an average of about 

60 shoppers each shift (about 3 

hours). Some advice from Tracy 

for someone considering volunteer-

ing would be “Just do it!  You will 

be utterly surprised to find how 

much you gain from volunteer-

ing...you'll meet new friends, you'll 

offer your own unique gifts/talents 

to others, you'll find a sense of ful-

fillment simply by giving of your 

time and talents.” 

GETTING TO KNOW… OUR AGENCY PARTNERS 


